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“Donec Impleat Orbem”   (Until it fills the World), 
So says the Kidd Coat Of Arms. Looking at the ever increasing number of descendants of Mary and Thomas Kidd this is being achieved.
Of their children Eliza was childless; Georgina had 7 sons and 2 daughters, Mary 2 daughters, Helen a son and a daughter, Fanny 4 sons and 3 daughters and James 3 sons and 2 daughters. The Family has now spread far and wide.
I apologize if all members of the extended family have not been contacted but we mainly concentrated on the people who I knew were really interested.
The recorded history is there to read, I will give a précis of some of the interesting points.
From an Article---- “Kidds In Canada. Remote Origins”

“The name Kidd is essentially Scottish, most authorities suggest its origin is from Scandinavian “kid” meaning water carrier. One has only to look in the Copenhagan phone book to see the  name is common enough in Denmark. While there are other explanations, our Scottish forbears can be seen to be the descendants of Norse sea raiders.”
Our recorded ancestors begin with Walter Kyd a merchant of Irvine who with a trading ship called “The Rigge” traded especially with Dunluce where he eventually settled with his wife and family. He thus started the Kidds of Ulster, Ireland.

Walter Kyd obtained land there, but in the early days was involved in some of the battles between the Irish and the English. In a massacre in 1630 he lost two of his children hence the stone in the old churchyard at Dunluce.

From the north our branch made their way south to the area of Keady in Co Armagh where they were members of the First Presbyterian Church “The Temple”  near Keady . This church was not allowed to be built within 6 miles of Armagh which is the spiritual capital of Ireland.   Both the Roman Catholic and Church of Ireland Cathedrals are in 
Armagh. Here for the next 200 years the Kidd Family were involved mainly in the Linen 
Industry.
Benjamin Kidd  1711 – 1758  had five sons who were often  spoken of as 36 feet of Kidds ---- six men six feet high. The 3rd son James was the father of our whole connection. Two of James sons Hugh and George married McKinstry sisters. Hugh Kidd the father of Thomas Alexander Kidd was in business in Armagh and Newry. Hugh was killed in a train accident in 1841 at Dunmurry Station just outside Belfast. He died at the house of Dr Montgomerie whose 7 year old daughter later remembered Hugh Kidd as a stout fair man. She was the mother in law of a grandson of Hugh Kidd.
The “Newry Daily Telegraph” 15th January 1857 gives details of an inquiry in to the charges preferred by T.A. Kidd into the rating valuations. These charges were dismissed. The paper was very scathing at what T. A. Kidd had ventured to allege. In those days it was necessary to be a ratepayer to vote. In dispute was their listing as Kidd Bros rather than three individuals.

Shortly afterwards Thomas and his brothers left Newry. He was presented with 3 silver salvers on leaving, so he must have been respected by some people.
 He went to Liverpool to live from where he left two years later for New Zealand.                                
To farewell him and his family were his brothers James, Fred, George and Leonard, his brother in law James Blanchard and cousin James Patrick Kidd.
His family consisted of his wife Mary and children Eliza, Georgina, Mary, Nelly, Fanny and James. 
The ship was the White Star Clipper the “Shalimar” of 1469 tons. Its length was about 60 metres and was the largest ship to visit Auckland up to 1859. It carried 225 passengers.
In January 1860 he looked at land near Kaukapakapa , then  at 320 acres at Kaeo, which he purchased. He returned to Auckland on the 1st of March to find his wife Mary had been dangerously ill for a week or 10 days and had the previous Monday given birth to a son who only lived 3 days. To quote:- “ I was shocked to hear that Mary had been so ill. Thank God she is now in a fair way of being alright. She sat up a short time to day for the first time. She was attended by Dr Neill assistant surgeon of the 65th Regiment who has been most attentive and with whom she is most pleased.”
Extracts from Georgina’s diary on ship –“Mr Gyallay came in to give Eliza and herself German and French lessons”. 
Another day the strong wind blew Fanny’s hat overboard. “Mamma converted Pappa’s white straw hat into one for her and I hemmed it with some blue ribbon. Mr Melling and some others amongst whom were Capt. Brown and Mr Cameron made great fun of her. The novelty soon wore off and I must say it looks better than the old one. Pappa  told her we would probably see an albatross fly past to morrow with the old one on”.
More extracts from Georgina’s diary state the Shalimar passed The Three Kings and North Cape of New Zealand on the evening Friday 16th December, 95th day out  “We may be in Auckland to morrow evening or Sunday”.

96th day out Dec.17th. Last Saturday spent on the Shalimar.  “The cow and pigs were out and the decks were getting holystoned and washed down”.

“Mr Cameron came to the window this morning at 4 o’clock to say for us to come on the poop and see the sunrise and the coast of New Zealand. So Eliza, Mary, Nelly and I jumped up dressed ourselves anyhow and went up and Mr Cameron was waiting for us although he was off duty at 4am. It was a delightful morning, the air was so fresh and sunrise at sea infinitely more worth seeing than on land. When we came in Eliza dressed properly while Mary, Nelly and I went back to bed”.

They made slow progress down the coast but  finally on December 22nd (101st day out) the pilot came on board at 4 pm off Rangitoto Island and brought the ship up off the North Head of Auckland with port anchor and 30 fathoms of chain.

December 23rd.   “We were all up early this morning. The ship was moored off Auckland this morning and a good many passengers went ashore. Papa, Mamma, Jimbo and James Faughey  went to look for a house”.

December 24th.  “We tore down our cabin this morning and packed everything ready for going ashore. Papa and James Faughey went in the boat with the luggage and Mr Cameron invited us to dinner in the saloon after which he took us ashore in the “Captain’s Gig”.  We were exceedingly sorry at leaving the “Shalimar”. I never had such an idle 3 months in my life and I suppose I never shall again. Our house is a very nice wooden house with five rooms and a very good kitchen and is situated on a hill near the windmill. The town is much better than I expected”.

Mr Cameron spent many days with them until the “Shalimar” sailed on 17th January 1860 at 2pm. “We all cried very much and were very sorry at bidding Captain Brown and Mr Cameron farewell”. 
Life had been reasonably comfortable for them in the house they had set up on the deck and were well treated by the officers. Mind you five well educated teenage girls would no doubt have been of great interest.
Other pieces of interest:-

Written inside ‘Tom Brown’s School Days”---- To my dear son on his birthday hoping he will be such a boy as Tom Brown notwithstanding all the disadvantages he suffers from want of a              good school in New Zealand.   

Thomas A. Kidd, Enderley , 31st July 1862.
Letter from Mr McKinstry.   Whangarei 15th Sept 1926. Liverpool Docks, “The Good Ship Shalimar” Sept 14th 1859. My dear Jimbo, Do you remember the above as being the day we sailed from old England. We were both very small boys then but I thought it would be nice to remind you. Fancy 67 years ago. I can remember the day quite well that we came on board and how frightened we were of Black Sam the cook, and such a long time we were before we could muster courage enough to go past his galley. The time we were on the voyage 101 days was the quickest trip from the old country on record up to that time. It has been done quicker times since, one doing it in 83 days.
Georgina to James 14 July 1867

 Dear Jim, 
You will soon be sixteen, I well remember the day you were born coming home from school and seeing you for the first time. There is a hill about a quarter of a mile from here, from the top of which there is a fine view of mountains, hills and plains and the Wairoa river. I often take Bessie up the hill till I feast my eyes on the view.
Jonathan the bull is to be shot when he next comes home. He takes rambles away by himself and perhaps appears once a month or so at home and as he has been cross and rather viciously inclined he is doomed to death We have a splendid young bull coming on. The house is not finished—it has taken more timber than was calculated and as the sawyer has gone Sam and Mr Beasley are cutting out the remainder—it is a very good job that Sam got into the way of sawing.  How is Fanny’s deafness. With much love from myself and Frank, Believe me dear Jim your affectionate sister Georgey.
Letter from George Kidd,   30 Merrion Squ., Sth Dublin. 12th July 1872 to Dear James,   I enclose a letter of credit for £14 ---£4 for you,  for interest on money for you, that I had. The remainder is a present for Nellie--- Eliza and Georgina mentioned she is to be married. 
He continues that he had lent your money of £60/13/6 to Georgina and her husband telling them to write you a promissory note and pay the current rate of interest. I hope the money will prosper in their hands and that they will be able to pay it back when you require it. I hope it will be safe with them but your Uncles James, Fred and myself guarantee it will be paid.
James Kidd to council late 1800s.
Sir, 

I beg leave to ask your honorable council to grant me one months extension of time on the Heawa road contract – I have most of the stone on the ground and would have had it all in by now, had it not been for windy weather which made the river so rough that it was impossible to punt stones. Some weeks I have only been able to make one trip per week hence the delay.
I have a large amount of the metal broken and have fifteen men breaking. I am pushing the work on as rapidly as possible --- Praying you will grant me my request.

I am gentlemen, Your obedient  Servant, James Kidd.
 Eliza Young the eldest Kidd daughter had a private school for girls in Auckland, which my Aunt Edna attended for awhile.

Thomas Kidd’s widow Mary Agnes lived with Eliza until her death in 1907.

Eliza who lived into her late nineties, in latter years went into a rest home, at which time most of her books and Kidd processions which she had inherited from her mother  were handed down to my aunt Edna. Many of  these were packed in a large wooden case and sent to Edna, to sit in a back shed at the homestead for years. Some members of the family said the contents of the case should be sold to help keep Eliza in the home. Edna maintained there was little of value in it.
Time went on my grandmother died, my aunt shifted to Dargaville, Mum and Dad moved to the homestead, still the box sat there. After a few years I said to Dad why don’t you open the box, his reply was he wouldn’t touch the thing with a 40 foot pole. Finally after nearly 20 years its contents were finally taken to my aunt in Dargaville to be put on display by her. There were certainly some nice things, of which the whiskey decanter was going to one brother, something else to another and so on. So be it, however Auntie Edna out lived them all.
On her death we divided everything into nine equal piles and drew lots among the nieces and nephews.

In conclusion, enjoy yourselves and get to know the other members of our extended family. I would like you to give me details of your families so they can be entered on the family tree and the website. There are some forms that can be used.

 I hope that some of the younger people can continue with more regular contact and do further research. The Kidds of Canada for instance have a extensive website and meet regularly.
G. Kidd

28th November 2009.
